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13.0CULTURAL HERITAGE AND ARCHAEOLOGY

13.1 Introduction

This Cultural Heritage and Archaeology assessment undertaken for a proposed residential development (c.

14.3ha gross site area, 10.8ha nett development area) at Clonminch, Tullamore, Co. Offaly (Fig 13.1) has

been prepared by Archer Heritage Planning Ltd for Steinfort Investments Fund. The desk based study of

existing sources and field survey for this assessment was undertaken by Archer Heritage Planning Ltd and

was augmented by geophysical survey and test excavations. It seeks to identify and record the location,

nature and dimensions of any archaeological or cultural heritage features, fabric or artefacts that may be

impacted by the proposed works. The assessment gauges the level of development impact and includes

recommendations for the mitigation of any sites or features of cultural heritage interest present within

the development area. The assessment was undertaken by Aidan O’Connell BA MIAI, Senior Archaeologist,

Archer Heritage Planning Ltd, an excavation licence eligible archaeologist with 20 years experience in

archaeological assessment.

13.2 Study Methodology

13.21

13.2.2

13.2.3

Desktop Study

The Desktop study availed of the following sources:

o

Record of Monuments and Places (RMP)/ Sites and Monuments Record
Topographical Files of the National Museum of Ireland

Aerial photography

Historical maps

Documentary research

Relevant on-line databases (e.g. Excavation Bulletin; NRA Archaeological Database).

Field Based Assessments

The desktop study has been augmented by field-based assessments to further define the

archaeological potential of the site:

o

A field inspection took the form of a non-intrusive walkover survey to assess land-use patterns,
site topography and the identification of sites of archaeological and cultural heritage interest.
Geophysical survey was undertaken across the site under detection device consent 19R0209
issued to J Leigh by the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (Leigh 2019) in order
to define and locate buried magnetic anomalies of archaeological potential across the site.

Phase | Test Excavation was undertaken in October 2019 under licence (19E0658) to the
Department of Culture Heritage and the Gaeltacht in consultation with the National Museum of
Ireland in order to test the archaeological potential of geophysical anomalies and the general
archaeological potential of the site.

Phase Il Test Excavation was undertaken in July 2020 under license (20E0343) to the Department
of Culture Heritage and the Gaeltacht in consultation with the National Museum of Ireland in
order to test the archaeological potential of additional areas of the site not assessed by
geophysical survey or Phase | Test Excavation.

Guidance and Legislation
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Archaeological and cultural heritage protection in Ireland is provided by a number of international
and national mechanisms. These include but are not limited to:

o National Monuments Acts 1930-2004;

o Architectural Heritage & Historic Properties Act. 1999.;

o Planning & Development Act. 2000, as amended;

o European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage. 1992.

The Framework and Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (1999) outlines the
State’s general principles in relation to the management and protection of archaeological heritage.
This document outlines that avoidance of developmental impacts on archaeological heritage and
preservation in situ of archaeological sites and monuments are always the preferred option. When a
site, or part of a site, has to be removed due to development, then preservation by record must be
undertaken, i.e. through excavation and recording.

Offaly County Council recognises the value and significance of the county’s archaeological heritage,
and the importance of fostering a greater public appreciation of this heritage. Through policies and
objectives contained in the Offaly County Development Plan (2014-2020), they seek to conserve, raise
awareness and promote enjoyment of all aspects of the built, natural and cultural heritage of the
county. Stated policies and objectives include:

o AAHP-04 It is Council policy to apply the following principles to the archaeological heritage:

o To facilitate appropriate guidance in relation to the protection of the county’s
archaeological heritage.

o To promote public awareness of the rich archaeological heritage in this area.

o To protect and enhance archaeological monuments and their settings and Zones of
Archaeological Potential.

o AAHP-07 It is policy of the Council to promote awareness of, and access to, the archaeological
inheritance of Offaly.

o AAHP-08 It is Council policy to ensure that development in the immediate vicinity of a recorded
monument is sensitively sited and designed so that it does not significantly detract from the
monument. Where upstanding remains exist, a visual impact assessment may be required.

o AAHP-09 It is Council policy to inform and seek guidance from the National Museum of Ireland if
an unrecorded archaeological object is discovered, or the National Monuments Service of the
Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in the case of the discovery of an unrecorded
archaeological site, in accordance with National Monuments legislation.

o AAHP-10 It is Council policy to ensure that full consideration is given to the protection of
archaeological heritage when undertaking, approving or authorising development in order to
avoid unnecessary conflict between development and the protection of the archaeological
heritage.

o AAHP-11 It is Council policy to ensure that all development proposals affecting sites specified in
the Record of Monuments and Places or Zones of Archaeological Potential are referred to the
prescribed bodies (as set out in the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended) and to
have regard to the advice and recommendations of the prescribed bodies in relation to
undertaking, approving or authorising development.

o AAHP-12 It is Council policy to ensure that when an unrecorded archaeological object or site is
discovered, any works that threaten the object or site are immediately suspended and that the
appropriate Government agency is informed.

o AAHP-13 It is Council policy to protect historical burial grounds within Offaly and encourage their
maintenance in accordance with conservation principles.

o AAHP-14 It is Council policy to facilitate appropriate guidance in relation to the protection of the
archaeological heritage in the area covered by the plan.
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o AAHP-17 It is Council policy to protect archaeological sites and monuments, underwater
archaeology, and archaeological objects, which are listed in the Record of Monuments and
Places, and to seek their preservation in situ (or at a minimum, preservation by record) through
the planning process. It is Council policy to seek to protect important archaeological landscapes
from inappropriate development.

o AAHO-02 It is an objective of the Council to protect all structures listed in the Record of Protected
Structures, that are of special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific,
social or technical interest throughout the county.

= AAHO-04 It is an objective of the Council to secure the protection (i.e. preservation in situ or at a
minimum protection by record) of all archaeological monuments included in the Record of
Monuments and Places as established under Section 12 of the National Monuments
(Amendment) Act 1994, and their setting.

o AAHO-05 It is an objective of the Council to protect and preserve archaeological sites and their
settings discovered since the publication of the Record of Monuments and Places and the
publication of the Urban Archaeology Survey.

In the production of this Environmental Impact Assessment report, guidance was sought from
relevant publications. These include but are not limited to:

o Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanala on carrying out Environmental Impact
Assessment (August 2018) (Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government)

o Guidelines on the information to be contained in environmental impact assessment reports, EPA,
2017 (Draft)

o EIA Directive 2014/EU/52

o Advice notes on current practice in the preparation of Environmental Impact Statements, EPA,
2003.

= Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), Guidance for Consent Authorities Regarding Sub-
Threshold Development (DoEHLG 2003).

= Development Management Guidelines (DoEHLG, 2007).

o Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental Impact Statements, EPA, 2002

13.3Receiving Environment

13.3.1 Brief historical & archaeological background

The site lies less than 1.5km south-east of the centre of Tullamore. Tullamore lies in the ancient
district of Fear Ceall, translating as ‘men of the woods’ or ‘men of the churches’ and, in the Early
Medieval period there were numerous monastic centres in the wider area, including Durrow,
Clonmacnoise, Birr and Lynally (Byrne 1995). The parish originally formed part of the lands of the
abbey of Durrow prior to the Dissolution of 1534 (Lewis 1837). The district was acquired by the Moore
family in 1620, although the family continued to reside at Croghan Castle until the early 1700’s. It was
around this time that they secured a barrack to house 100 foot soldiers in 1716, which provided the
impetus for expansion of the town. Following the death of Charles Moore, 1* Earl of Charleville in
1764, his estates including the lands at Tullamore passed to his the Bury family, who oversaw the
development of the town including the attainment of County town status in 1833, replacing
Daingean. The Grand Canal linked Tullamore to Dublin in 1798 and the county jail was built in 1826,
followed by the courthouse in 1835. The earldom of Charleville was extinguished in 1874 and
thereafter, merchants and farmers came to prominence with malting, distilling, stone quarrying and

distribution as the main sources of employment in the area (Byrne 1995).
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13.3.2 Record of Monuments & Places

The Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) is a statutory inventory of archaeological sites protected
under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2004 (Section 12, 1994 Act), compiled and maintained by
the Archaeological Survey of Ireland (ASI). The inventory concentrates on pre-1700 AD sites and is
based on a previous inventory known as the Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) which does not have

legal protection or status (see www.archaeology.ie). There are no recorded monuments located

within the application area. The closest recorded site (OF017-041) is located c. 220m to the east and
consists of a metalworking site (of unspecified date) recorded along the route of the N52 Tullamore
Bypass. A ringfort (OF017-010) located c. 340m to the NE of the subject site is indicative of early
medieval (AD 400-1200) settlement in the surrounding landscape (Figure 13.2; Table 13.1).

Table 13.1: Archaeological sites within 1km of the proposed development
SMR No Class Townland I™ Distance to site
OF017-009 Redundant record Tullamore 634579, 724745 980 m to NW

The identification of a ‘habitation site’ at this location (listed in the SMR (1988) was based on a survey report
by Oliver Davies in 1942 who recorded: ‘On the sides of the path leading up to the church on S.W. which is the
steepest and highest end | found that the natural very fine sand (on loamy clay), interspersed with streaks of
lime deposit, is overlain with about 18 inches of humus. At about 6 inches above the till | found pottery
fragments and very occasional pieces of charcoal. There was no definite layer, and any finds at this level would
have slipped down from a habitation site on top of the hill where there is a wide platform S.W. of the church.’
(copy of ITA Survey 1942, SMR file). The church is nineteenth century in date, has no graveyard attached and
there was no earlier church located on top of this hill. Archaeological testing in 2004 (licence no. 04E0065) and
2006 (licence no. 05E1198) revealed no evidence for this ‘habitation site’ (Delaney 2007; Sullivan 2008). An
examination of the ‘pottery’ fragments in the National Museum of Ireland has identified them as ‘in fact,
mortar or plaster and probably cement-based’ (pers. comm. A. Halpin, 8 May 2015). There is no evidential
base to support the identification of this site as a monument.

Compiled by: Paul Walsh; Date of upload: 8 May 2015

OF017-010 ‘ Ringfort-rath ‘ Cloncollog ‘ 635928, 723647 ‘ 340 m to NE

Located on high ground with extensive views in all directions. Poorly preserved oval shaped enclosure (74m E-
W by 54m N-S) enclosed by earthen bank (Wth 3 - 1m, int. H 1.5m), fosse (Wth 2; int. H 1.5m) and poorly
preserved external bank visible at N only. No entrance feature visible. Possible ringfort.

The above description is derived from the published 'Archaeological Inventory of County Offaly' (Dublin:
Stationery Office, 1997). In certain instances the entries have been revised and updated in the light of recent
research. Date of upload: 23 May 2011

OF017-041 Metalworking site Cloncollog 635832, 732492 220mtoE

Cloncollog 2 is located approximately 2.5km east-south-east of Tullamore town centre. The pasture field was
irregular in plan and sloped gently from north-east to south-west. A pit was identified (Context 006) in Trench
26 c. 375m from the south-western end of the centre-line trench and was excavated by Linda Hegarty of
Headland Archaeology under licence No. E2850 in February 2007. This pit was situated 150m north-east of the
building recorded as Cloncollog 1 (see No. 1450 above). The pit was circular in plan measuring 0.45m in
diameter and 0.38m in depth. It had sharp breaks of slope on the top with near vertical sides. The base was
flat with sharp breaks of slope. Around the surface and sides of the pit was between 0.05 and 0.1m of oxidised
clay, suggesting intense in situ heat. It contained two fills. The primary fill consisted of loose black/brown silt
with approximately 50% charcoal inclusions. Lumps of highly vitrified slag/conglomerated material and solid
metal material (non-magnetic) were identified throughout this fill. This fill was 0.2m deep and covered the

base of the pit. Overlying this fill was moderately compact grey/brown silt with approximately 15-20%
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13.3.3

13.3.4

charcoal inclusions. Lumps of highly vitrified slag/conglomerated material were identified around the edges of
this fill, which reached a depth of 0.2m. Due to the high archaeological content of this feature an additional
trench (26a) was stripped of topsoil. It was excavated south-west of pit (006) measuring 17.6m, running
parallel with the centre-line trench and connecting with Trench 25. Nothing of further archaeological
significance was identified (Bennett 2010, 400).

Compiled by Caimin O'Brien

Topographical Files

The National Museum of Ireland Topographical Files is the national archive of all known antiquities
recorded by the National Museum listed by county and townland/ street. These files relate primarily
to artefacts but also include references to monuments and contain a unique archive of records of
previous archaeological excavations. The Museum files present an accurate catalogue of objects
reported to that institution from 1928. A basic search of the NMI finds database was undertaken by
staff of the Irish Antiquities division of the NMI on behalf of Archer Heritage Planning. The townlands
of Clonminch, Gayfield, Cloncollog, Meelaghans, Cloncon, Derrybeg, Derrygolan, Ballard and
Spollanstown were searched. There are two bronze axeheads recorded in Clonminch townland. There
is no further information available on these artefacts, which are presumed to be indicative of Bronze
Age activity. The only other find recorded in the vicinity of the site is a leather object retrieved from a

bog in Ballard townland. Details of stray finds are listed below in Table 13.2.

Table 13.2: Archaeological stray finds in the vicinity of the site

Location Museum No. Description

Clonminch 1991:65 Bronze Axehead

Clonminch 1991:66 Bronze Axehead

Ballard 2017:108 Leather object found in bog

Cartographic Sources

Analysis of historic mapping can show human impact on landscape over a prolonged period. Large
collections of historical maps (pre- and early Ordnance Survey maps as well as estate or private maps)
are held at the Glucksman Map Library, Trinity College and other sources (UCD Library, Ordnance
Survey lIreland, local libraries and published material). The development of the site and its vicinity
recorded through nineteenth and twentieth century cartography are described in Table 13.3 below

(Figure 13.3). No potential archaeological features were recorded within the subject site.

Table 13.3: Cartographic sources relating to the site

Map Date Description

The site is comprised of more numerous smaller fields than currently exist
Historic 6inch 1838 and there are several buildings along the east/west running laneway that
bisects the site as well as another cluster in the northern part.

Some consolidation of the field pattern has taken place with the majority of
Historic 25inch 1909-10

buildings noted in the earlier map now no longer extant.
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13.3.5 Aerial Photography
Aerial photography (or other forms of remote sensing) may reveal certain archaeological features or
sites (earthworks, crop marks, soil marks) that for many reasons may not be appreciated at ground
level. Online orthostatic photographs of the site were examined (Ordnance Survey Ireland 1995, 2000
& 2005; Google/Bing Maps 2018). No potential archaeological sites were identified within the subject
site. However, a potential earth-cut enclosure was identified to the east of the site (Figure 13.4; Table
13.3).
Table 13.4: Aerial Photographs
Aerial
Description
Photograph
Black and white photograph. The site is shown in its current layout with some
OSi 1995 relict field boundaries visible. The housing estates to the north-west are only
partially developed with the N52 yet to be constructed.
The housing estates to the north-west are in their current form, otherwise no
OSi 2005
change.
. . Some relict field boundaries are visible and the N52 has been constructed
OSi Digital | 2011- . .
Glob 2013 along the south-eastern boundary. A potential earth-cut enclosure noted in
obe
Greenfield to the east of and outside the subject site.
Google Earth 2019 No change
Google Earth
2018 No change
Pro
13.3.6 Previous Archaeological Excavations

The Excavation Bulletin is a database of summary accounts of archaeological excavations in Ireland
and Northern Ireland from 1970 to 2008. Summaries relating to archaeological excavations
undertaken by the National Roads Authority are also available on-line and were consulted for any
adjacent sites. Reports on licensed archaeological works are also held by the Archive Unit of the
National Monuments Section. There were no previous archaeological excavations within the subject
site but several have taken place within the wider landscape (see Table 13.5). The closest excavations
which yielded archaeological material were an isolated pit of unspecified date recorded in Clonminch

Townland and a metalworking site at Cloncollog 2.

Table 13.5: Previous archaeological investigations in the wider area

Excavation . Ex. Bulletin
Location Author

No. Ref.

99E0152 N/A 629385, 725039 | Tullamore/Ballycowan 1999:751 Rob Lynch

Monitoring of Sl works for Tullamore Water Supply Improvements. No archaeology found.

A033,E2493 | N/A 633855, 725319 | Tullamore 2006:1701 Tom Janes

Test excavations carried out in advance of the proposed N52 Tullamore bypass. Thirteen areas of

Stephen Ward Town Planning and Development Consultants Limited/Archer Heritage Planning






























